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in its foreign policy ; at home it partly worked miracles and partly functioned smoothly, normally.
In May, 1927, preparations were started for the conquest of Tripoli. In October the Italian High Command was formed in Sirta with Marshal Ciconetti in charge. Mussolini had decided that Italy wanted colonies-wanted them more than any other country in the world. He had prepared his expansion by a series of skilful pacts.
After Greece was brought to task over the Albanian affair, he concluded a treaty in January, 1924, with Pasic, the Prime Minister, and Nincic, the Foreign Secretary of Jugoslavia. In 1925 the Nettuno Conventions were prepared, guaranteeing good neighbourly relations.
In December, 1924, Mussolini had long talks with Austen Chamberlain, then Foreign Secretary of Great Britain. The next year saw him at loggerheads with Afghanistan over the murder of an Italian engineer ; but things were smoothed over.
Italy went to war in Tripoli early in 1928. On January 4th General Graziani began